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HISTORY: 
Added Stats 2016 ch 492 § 3 (AB 72), effective 

January 1, 2017. Amended Stats 2024 ch 520 § 
8 (SB 1061), effective January 1, 2025. 

§ 1372. Contracts; Use of evidence of coverage; Exception 

Subject to the applicable provisions of this chapter, a plan may offer one or 
more plan contracts or specialized health care service plan contracts, except 
that a specialized health care service plan contract shall not offer one or more 
basic health care services except as may be permitted by rule or order of the 
director. Advertising, disclosure forms, contract forms, and evidences of 
coverage for more than one type of plan contract or specialized health care 
service plan contract, or both, may not be used except as authorized by the 
director pursuant to this chapter. 

HISTORY: 
Added Stats 1976 ch 652 § 3.1, effective 

August 28, 1976, operative July 1, 1976. 

Amended Stats 1999 ch 525 § 108 (AB 78), 
operative July 1, 2000. 

§ 1373. Required or prohibited contract provisions 

(a)(1) A plan contract may not provide an exception for other coverage if the 
other coverage is entitlement to Medi-Cal benefits under Chapter 7 (com- 
mencing with Section 14000) or Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 14200) 
of Part 3 of Division 9 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, or Medicaid 
benefits under Subchapter 19 (commencing with Section 1396) of Chapter 7 
of Title 42 of the United States Code. 

(2) Each plan contract shall be interpreted not to provide an exception for 
the Medi-Cal or Medicaid benefits. 

(3) A plan contract shall not provide an exemption for enrollment because 
of an applicant’s entitlement to Medi-Cal benefits under Chapter 7 (com- 
mencing with Section 14000) or Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 14200) 
of Part 3 of Division 9 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, or Medicaid 
benefits under Subchapter 19 (commencing with Section 1396) of Chapter 7 
of Title 42 of the United States Code. 

(4) A plan contract may not provide that the benefits payable thereunder 
are subject to reduction if the individual insured has entitlement to the 
Medi-Cal or Medicaid benefits. 
(b)(1) A plan contract that provides coverage, whether by specific benefit or 
by the effect of general wording, for sterilization operations or procedures 
shall not impose any disclaimer, restriction on, or limitation of, coverage 
relative to the covered individual’s reason for sterilization. 

(2) As used in this section, “sterilization operations or procedures” shall 
have the same meaning as that specified in Section 10120 of the Insurance 
Code. 
(c) Every plan contract that provides coverage to the spouse or dependents 

of the subscriber or spouse shall grant immediate accident and sickness 
coverage, from and after the moment of birth, to each newborn infant of any 
subscriber or spouse covered and to each minor child placed for adoption from 
and after the date on which the adoptive child’s birth parent or other 
appropriate legal authority signs a written document, including, but not 
limited to, a health facility minor release report, a medical authorization form, 
or a relinquishment form, granting the subscriber or spouse the right to control 


